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Since the start of the global economic crisis, economists and trade
unionists have sought to engage in dialogue with government and
business, hoping to arrive at the adoption of balanced policies that would
deliver an equitable and sustainable recovery. But some years on, countries
have failed to break with the economic regime that caused the crisis, and
in many, austerity programmes are being adopted and social and labour
rights are under attack.
Achieving a meaningful reduction in inequality and the power of finance
requires both the formulation of convincing policy alternatives and the
determination to see them realized. The short articles here, from the
Global Labour Column, show that one-dimensional thinking has been
a major reason for the severity of the crisis. The contributions give an
insightful overview of current labour struggles around the world as well as
the institutional measures that have proven successful. The programme
the authors propose is ambitious, as it implies reversing deep trends
such as the exclusion of many workers from wage negotiations, growing
casualization and increasing wage inequality, but such ambition is
necessary if there is to be an alternative.
Also available in French and Spanish.

There is an Alternative and the Global Labour Column perform an invaluable service in enlightening those of us not blessed with recondite economic
expertise. They offer ways to understand how a crisis of global proportions seems to have only benefited the perpetrators, and, far from generating
resistance, has further dismantled the labouring classes.
– Pr. Michael Burawoy, University of California Berkeley, and author of The Extended Case Method
The mainstream economics discourse has failed workers north and south. Nevertheless, thanks to the strength of vested interests and ideological
beliefs, it is still there dominating public debate and policy choices. There is an Alternative challenges these misguided policies, analyses the
shortcomings of the current system, and provides new ideas and proposals for the necessary changes. A valuable source of inspiration for trade
unionists around the world.
– Leroy Trotman, General-Secretary of the Barbados Workers’ Union

Table

of

Contents

Introduction: Bringing politics back in

Change or lose Europe

Part I: A luta continua: Global trade union struggles

Part III: Development policies: Time to do away with
the neoliberal dogma

Maturing contradictions: The 2010 public sector strike
in South Africa

Trade, employment and development: Back on track?

The struggle against pension reform in France

Trade, labour and the crisis: Time to rethink trade!

Fiat is at war, says Sergio Marchionne

Reform options for financial systems

Trade unions and worker struggles in Guangdong

What does wage-led growth mean in developing countries
with large informal employment?

Domestic workers in Switzerland protected by the
country's first sectoral employment contract

More pay and more jobs: How Brazil got both

Paying for inequality: The costs of NAIRU-based macroeconomics
Private equity investments and labour: Current trends
and challenges for trade unions
Part V: Workers' rights and wage-led recovery:
The basis for sustainable growth
Working for decent work for all everywhere
International labour standards: An old instrument
revisited
Precarious work makes for a precarious recovery

Part II: Rethinking European economic governance

Part IV: Inequality at the root of the crisis

Beware the Canadian austerity model

Time for a new paradigm

Why the Stability and Growth Pact does not work

A crisis of distribution, not a fiscal crisis

Reversing a history of exclusion through international
labour law

European economic governance: The next big hold-up
on wages

Social forces drive financial insecurity

Talking about an energy and jobs revolution

Global wage trends: The great convergence?

RELATED TITLES
The Role of Collective Bargaining in the Global Economy

The Global Crisis

Negotiating for social justice
Susan Hayter (ed.)
2011 x+328 pp. ISBN 978-92-2-124099-0
CHF 50; USD 50; GBP 30; EUR 33

Causes, responses and challenges
Essays from an ILO perspective
2011 xx+240 pp. ISBN 978-92-2-124579-7
CHF 50; USD 50; GBP 25; EUR 35

Regulating for Decent Work

Labour Law and Worker Protection in Developing
Countries

New directions in labour market regulation
Sangheon Lee and Deirdre McCann (eds)
2011 xvi+378 pp. ISBN 978-92-2-124559-9
Hardback: CHF 110; USD 110; GBP 70; EUR 75

Tzehainesh Teklè (ed.)
2010 xxxvi+304 pp. ISBN 978-92-9014-894-4
CHF 60; USD 55; GBP 35; EUR 40

The Employment Relationship

Building Decent Societies

A comparative overview
Giuseppe Casale (ed.)
2011 xxviii+320 pp. ISBN 978-92-2-123302-2
CHF 50; USD 48; GBP 30; EUR 33

Rethinking the role of social security in development
Peter Townsend
2009 xxii+386 pp. ISBN 978-92-2-121995-8
Hardback: CHF 110; USD 105; GBP 65; EUR 75

Contacts

Publicity				Sales

				

Ms. Elvira Lesaffre			
Mr. Neil Thornton
				lesaffre@ilo.org			pubvente@ilo.org

Order Acceptance Form
Fastest ways to order:
Contact us:
Fax:
(+41) 022 799 6938				
Write to: ILO Publications
		Email:
pubvente@ilo.org				International Labour Office
Visit our website:
www.ilo.org/publns					4, route des Morillons
								CH-1211 Geneva 22, Switzerland

q YES! Please send me the following items as indicated below (please indicate desired quantity).
ISBN			

TITLE				

PRICE

QUANTITY

TOTAL

978-92-2-124581-0 There is an Alternative

Subtotal
* For Europe and the Mediterranean please add 10% for surface mail,
15% for airmail. Rest of world: 15% surface, 25% airmail.

Postage*
TOTAL

SHIPPING ADDRESS

First Name					Last Name						Mr./Mrs./Ms.
Organization								Dept.
Address									Post Code
City									Country
Telephone					Email				Fax

METHOD OF PAYMENT

q

Payment Options:

VISA			

q

MasterCard		

q

American Express		

q

Diners

		Card No.						Expiry Date 			CVC/CVV/CID
		Signature (order not valid without signature)

q

		

Please send me a Pro Forma Invoice (institutions/libraries, please attach a purchase order)

		Signature (order not valid without signature)
		The Geneva Office does not accept cheques

